
A quick guide to
The popularity of the rainbow �ag has in�uenced 
the creation and adoption of a wide variety of 
multi-color multi-striped �ags used to communicate 
speci�c identities within the LGBTQIA+ community. 
Hover over each �ag below to learn about its history.
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Straight Ally Pride

Created in the late 2000s (exact origin 
unknown), this �ag is meant to 

acknowledge allies who support those in 
the LGBTQIA+ community and their �ght for 
equality and representation. It combines the 

black and white of straight or cis-gender 
�ag with the rainbow Pride �ag. The 

rainbow portion of the �ag sometimes takes 
the form of an "A", representing allyship.Two-Spirit is an Indigenous North American 

identity that encompasses sexuality, 
gender, and/or spirituality. Two-spirit 

individuals traditionally were viewed as 
holding a masculine and feminine spirit, 
and express their gender in ways that do 
not conform to only man or woman. The 

�ag, designed by 2Sanon in 2016, includes 
a circle denoting oneness in one, while the 

two feathers signify woman and man. Two-Spirit Pride

Aromantics generally don’t feel romantic 
attraction to others, meaning they generally 

don’t desire to be in romantic relationships 
with people, or engage in romantic acts. 

Aromantic folks can feel sexual attraction and 
can be of any sexual orientation or gender 
identity. The most widely used �ag for this 

community was created by @cameronwhimsy 
in 2014. Green is used in the �ag because it is 

seen as the opposite of red on the color 
spectrum, with red often connoting romance.

Aromantic Pride

The Agender pride �ag was unveiled in 2014 
and designed by Salem X. It features a 
mirrored design of seven horizontal stripes. 
The black and white stripes represent an 
absence of gender, the gray stripe represents 
semi-genderlessness, and the central green 
stripe represents nonbinary genders.

Agender Pride

Marilyn Roxie created the Genderqueer Pride 
�ag in 2011. The lavender stripe is a mix of 
blue and pink - colors traditionally associated 
with male and female - and represents 
androgyny as well as queer identities. The 
white stripe represents Agender and/or 
gender-neutral identities. The dark chartreuse 
stripe is the inverse of lavender on the color 
wheel and represents third-gender identities 
and identities outside the gender binary.

Genderqueer Pride

The �ag for those who identify as 
gender-�uid was made in 2012 by JJ Poole. 

In its array of colors, pink and blue represent 
femininity and masculinity, while purple is 

inclusive of both masculinity and femininity. 
Meanwhile, the black stripe stands for those 
who do not associate with any gender, while 

the white stripe includes all genders.
Gender-Fluid Pride

Morgan Carpenter created the Intersex �ag 
in July 2013. Purple and yellow are used 

because they are often viewed as 
gender-neutral. The design purposefully 

avoids use of symbols that have anything 
to do with gender at all and “symbolizes 

wholeness, completeness and our 
potentialities,” according to Carpenter.

Intersex Pride

Those who identify as nonbinary do not fall 
within the male-female gender binary, and 
their �ag, which was made in 2014 by Kyle 
Rowan, represents that experience. The colors 
stand for people completely outside of the 
gender binary (yellow), people with multiple 
genders (white), people whose identity 
incorporates aspects of male and female 
(purple), and those who do not identify with 
any speci�c gender (black).Nonbinary Pride 

Debuting in 1999, and conceived by Monica 
Helms, an openly transgender American 
woman, the Trans �ag includes light blue and 
light pink to symbolize the traditional colors 
for baby girls and baby boys. The white hue 
represents movement members who identify 
as intersex, gender-neutral, or transitioning.

Transgender Pride 

Twinks are a subset of gay males that challenge 
traditional masculinity by adopting gendered 
and feminine characteristics. According to The 

New York Times, "Twinks are young, attractive, 
hairless, slim men," and in some ways 

represent the aesthetic opposite of a bear.  The 
�ag dates back to 2009 and includes 

interwoven pair of Mars symbols on the middle 
white stripe, widely used to signify homosexual 

males, while pink represents femininity and 
yellow represents independence.

Twink Pride

A bear in queer culture is "a gay or bisexual 
man who has facial/body hair and a cuddly 
body." Created by Craig Byrnes in 1995, the 

colors of the �ag - dark brown, orange/rust, 
golden yellow, tan, white, gray, and black - 

symbolize species of animal bears throughout 
the world. Though not necessarily referring to 

human skin color or hair color, the �ag was 
designed with inclusion in mind. Bear Brotherhood PrideCreated in 2022 by Red Howell, the new �ag layout 

was voted on by over 30,000 non-monogamous 
people. A white chevron �ows asymmetrically 

outward to depict growth and possibility, and to 
re�ect the non-traditional style of polyamorous 

relationships. The heart reminds us that love in all 
forms is the core of non-monogamy. As in the 

original polyamory �ag: Red stands for love and 
attraction. Blue stands for openness and honesty. 
Gold represents energy and perseverance. Purple 

represents a united non-monogamous community.

New Polyamory Pride

Polyamory refers to being in multiple 
romantic relationships where all the parties 
involved are consenting. The �ag was made 

by Jim Evans in 1995, and though widely used 
for over 20 years, was not fully embraced by 

the community. Other versions of the �ag 
replace the pi symbol with a heart 

interlocking with an in�nity sign to symbolize 
how one can love multiple people at once. Polyamory Pride

Polysexuality is the idea that a person can 
be attracted to multiple di�erent genders. 
The polysexual pride �ag was designed by 
Samlin in 2012, in which pink stands for 
being attracted to female-identi�ed 
people, the blue to male-identi�ed people, 
and the green to those who identify 
outside the traditional male-female binary.Polysexual Pride

A 2010 adaptation of the asexual �ag, the 
Demisexual �ag (creator unknown) is meant 
to be a symbol for those who need to feel a 
strong emotional connection to someone 
before they are sexually attracted to them. 
Black represents a lack of sexual attraction; 
the white stripe symbolizes sexuality; the 
purple stripe represents community; and the 
gray stripe represents the wider gray-asexual 
community, which demisexuality falls under.

Demisexual Pride

First o�cially used in August 2010, the Asexual 
pride �ag consists of four horizontal stripes: 

black represents asexuality, and gray signi�es 
the gray area between sexuality and asexuality. 
The white stripe denotes non-asexual partners, 

and the purple stripe stands for community.

Asexual Pride

Adopted in 2010, the Pansexual �ag 
is meant to be distinct from the 

bisexual �ag. The pink represents 
attraction to females, blue 

represents attraction to males, and 
the yellow symbolizes attraction to 
those who identify as genderqueer, 
nonbinary, androgynous, or anyone 

who doesn’t identify on the 
male-female binary. Pansexual Pride

Created in 1998 by Michael Page, the bisexual 
�ag features pink and royal blue with an 
overlapping purple stripe in the center. The 
pink represents attraction toward the same 
sex, and the royal blue stands for attraction 
toward the opposite sex. The purple band 
symbolizes attraction to all genders.

Bisexual Pride

There have previously been other iterations of 
the lesbian �ag, but this one, created by Emily 
Gwen in 2018, is intended to represent the 
full range of lesbian identities. The colors 
represent gender nonconformity (dark 
orange), independence (orange), community 
(light orange), unique connections to 
womanhood (white), serenity and peace 
(pink), and dark rose (femininity).Lesbian Pride

The Queer Pride �ag was created in 2015. 
Although not as well-known as the ‘Baker’ Pride, 

this �ag represents all aspects of queerness as the 
label ‘queer’ has become more celebrated. The 
pink and blue shades represent same-gender 
attraction while the orange and green stripes 

stand for non-binary and gender non-con�rming 
individuals. The black and white stripes symbolize 
asexual, aromantic, and the agender community.

Queer Pride

Designed in 2021 by Valentino 
Vecchietti, the Intersex-Inclusive 

Progress Pride �ag incorporates a 
�eld of yellow and a purple circle in 

the chevron arrow as an 
intentional counterpoint to blue 

and pink. The �ag is itself a 
layering of a combination of 

multiple queer �ags and graphics.
Inclusive Progress

Created in 2018 by nonbinary artist Daniel 
Quasar, the Progress Pride �ag is based on the 
iconic 1979 rainbow �ag. With stripes of black 

and brown to represent marginalized LGBTQIA+ 
people of color and the triad of blue, pink, and 
white from the trans �ag, acknowledging the 

diversity within the LGBTQIA+ community. The 
arrow design represents forward movement 

and the need for continued progress.
Progress

In 2017, Philadelphia added two additional 
stripes to its Pride �ag—one black and one 
brown—intended to symbolize queer people 
of color. The �ag also kept the colors from 
Gilbert Baker's 6-stripe version.

POC Inclusive Pride

As demand for the Gay Pride Flag increased, the 
hot pink fabric became di�cult to �nd in large 
quantities. To help meet demand, a seven-color 
gay pride �ag was introduced. But in 1979, 
Gilbert Baker replaced the turquoise and indigo 
stripes with a royal blue stripe so that it would 
be more symmetrical. So by the 1980s, the 
6-color Rainbow Flag was being mass-produced 
on all kinds of swag. It is typically �own with the 
red stripe on top and has been a lasting symbol 
of acceptance, community, diversity, and love.

Pride

The original 8-color �ag was designed by 
activist, veteran, drag queen, and artist, 
Gilbert Baker, and made its debut at the 
San Francisco Gay and Lesbian Freedom 
Day Parade in 1978. The colors included 
pink to represent sexuality, red for 
healing, yellow for sun, green for serenity 
with nature, turquoise for art, indigo for 
harmony, and violet for spirit.Gay Pride 
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